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or notice of removal, causes a new party to be joined in
the action shall promptly serve on that new party a copy
of General Order 25 along with any additional Uniform
Pretrial Scheduling Order that has been entered by the
court.

V. REMOVED CASES

In cases removed to this court from a state court, the
removing defendant(s) shall serve on the plaintiff(s) and
all other parties, at the time of service of the notice of
removal, a copy of this General Order with the attached
materials. The filing of a motion for remand does not
relieve the moving party of any obligation under this
General Order unless the assigned judge or magistrate
judge specifically grants such relief.

V1. TRANSFERRED CASES

The clerk shall serve a copy of this General Order on all
parties that have appeared in any action transferred to
this district. The clerk shall set a return date for the
initial Rule 16 case management conference on the
form attached to the General Order. It shall be the
obligation of the plaintiff or plaintiff’s counsel to
arrange for completion of the attached Case
Management Plan and to file the Plan with the clerk and
to serve this General Order upon any party who had not
appeared in the action at the time of transfer.

Attorneys appearing in transferred cases are reminded
of their obligation to be properly admitted to this
district in accordance with Local Rule 83.1.

VII. MATERIALS INCLUDED WITH THIS
GENERAL ORDER PACKET

A) Notice of Initial Rule 16 Case Management
Conference

B) Civil Case Management Plan

0) Case Assignment Form

D) Notice and Consent Form to Exercise of
Jurisdiction by a United States Magistrate
Judge

VIII. ADR PROGRAMS

It 1s the mission of this court to do everything it can to
help parties resolve their disputes as fairly, quickly, and
efficiently as possible. We offer a wide selection of
non-binding alternative dispute resolution (ADR)
options - each of which provides different kinds of
services so that parties can use the procedure that best
fits the particular circumstances of their case. Selected
Contract, Tort and non-prisoner Civil Rights cases will
be diverted into Court-Annexed non-binding
Arbitration, Mediation or Early Neutral Evaluation. The
Northern District of New York alternative dispute
resolution programs are governed by Local Rules 83.7
(Arbitration), 83.11-1, (Mediation), and 83.12-1 (Early
Neutral Evaluation). The parties are encouraged to
discuss the ADR alternatives in advance of the Rule 16
Pretrial Conference. Atthe Rule 16 Pretrial Conference,
the assigned Magistrate Judge or District Court Judge
will assist the parties in the selection of an appropriate
ADR alternative.

In addition to Arbitration, Mediation and Early Neutral
Evaluation, the court also offers the following ADR
processes:

A) Settlement Conferences:
The parties are advised that the court will honor a
request for a settlement conference at any stage of the
proceeding. A representative of the parties with the
authority to bind the parties must be present with
counsel or available by telephone at any settlement
conference.

B) Consent to Jury or Court Trial Before A
United States Magistrate Judge:

By written stipulation, the parties to any civil action
may elect to have a magistrate judge (instead of the
assigned Article III judge) conduct all proceedings in
any civil case, including presiding over a jury or bench
trial. A trial before a magistrate judge is governed by
the same procedural and evidentiary rules as trial before
a district judge. The right to appeal is automatically
preserved to the United States Court of Appeals under
the same standards which govern appeals from an
Article 1T judge. Parties often consent to resolution of
their civil disputes by magistrate judge bench or jury
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